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GOD, HAVE MERCY ON ME

| am a huge fan of transformation
stories. In fact, my scholarship as a
professor focuses on how people
transform their lives. A few weeks
ago, | re-watched Son of God for a
specific purpose. | love the scene
where Jesus calls Matthew. In this
scene, Jesus begins, "Two men went
to the Temple to pray; one a
Pharisee, the other one a tax
collector.” Most people, including
me, tend to focus on how Jesus
calls so many people without
excluding anyone by  their
nationality, sex, health, wealth, or
holiness. | think, “Well of course,
they would accept his call. He's
Jesus.” Then | started thinking
about the ones he called; their
circumstances and the how he
invited them. | watched this video
clip over and over. “Two men went
to the Temple to pray. ... but the
tax collector did not even look up
to heaven..” Then Matthew speaks
these words at the same time as
Jesus, “God, have mercy on me. I'm
a sinner.” Over and over, | watch

Matthew's shame and  pain
transform into wonder and
gratitude.

Check out the video at:
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What was the “hook” for Matthew?
Was it simply that Jesus spoke to

him? Was it that Jesus saw
something in him that even he
couldn't see? Matthew simply

walked away from his life, his
possessions, and everything he had
known Why? How does this sort of
thing happen?! That was my hook.
Matthew simply walked away from
his life, his possessions, and
everything he had known Why?
How does this sort of thing
happen?! That was my hook.

In the gospels, did Jesus ever invite
someone to follow and she or he
said no? Yup, the rich young man.
This is Jesus! And yet some still
refuse the call. So, | thought more
about the people Jesus called.

In today's Gospel, Jesus tells the
parable of the sower (Matthew
13:1-23). To recap briefly, a man
goes out to sow. The seed is cast
on the ground indiscriminately.
Some falls on the path, some on
rocky ground, some among weeds,
and some in good soil. Jesus later
explains to his disciples, the seed is
the “word of the kingdom.” The soil
represents the types of people who
hear the word. Three quarters of
those who hear fail to bear fruit!
For one reason or another, most
people don’t take the message to
heart.

For one reason or another, most
people don't take the message to
heart. The quality of the seed is the
same; the Word that is sown is
always perfect. It is something
about the hearts of the receivers. |
was thinking about this in the
context of Jesus' first followers.
Think about it. Jesus’ disciples were
women and men; wealthy and
poor; fishermen, zealots, Pharisees,
people of thunder and quiet
breezes; married and single; sick,
wounded, and whole. Those who
were frightened, threatened, or
outraged by him also came from
every possible group. The Word is
the same. The kinds of people were
many. The ONLY thing that differed
was their willingness to hear Jesus,
trust him and his promises, and
then become sowers of the Word
themselves. Matthew was a tax
collector, a traitor to his own
people, scorned and hated by
everyone around him, but his heart
was open and willing to be
transformed. Of the may followers
of Jesus, he was one of those
closest to Jesus- one of the Twelve.
He is one of the Gospel writers and
was thought to have been martyred
in Ethiopia while presiding at Mass.
A disciple, an evangelist, and a
witness, he from one seed planted
in his heart yielded millions.

To read more reflections like this one visit our online blog at newarkbasilica.org/monumentalfaith



Mass Intentions
Sunday, July 16

8:30AM + Protection of Babies in

the Womb and the Families

10:00AM (SP) + Freddy Leo Fernandez
Vargas Y Jose Andres

Rodrigues Rodrigues

12:00PM + Nohemy Zamora
Monday, July 17
7:30AM +Souls in purgatory

Tuesday, July 18

7:30AM +Palma Celiano
Wednesday, July 19
7:30AM Protection of Womb
Thursday, July 20
7:30AM For the Increase in Holiness for
all the Priests of the World
Friday, July 21
7:30AM Protection of Babies in
the Womb and the Families
Saturday, July 22
9:00AM Special Intention of
Edward M.Niland
5:00PM +Francis V.Panno
Sunday, July 23
8:30AM For the Health of the

Holganza Family

10:00AM (SP) +Florinda Lopez

12:00PM

89 RIDGE ST NEWARK NJ 07104
RECEPTION (OFFICE) HOURS

MONDAY - FRIDAY: 9:00AM - 7:00PM
SATURDAY: 9:00AM - 4:00PM

+Pauline Roman

Fr. Bismarck Chau (973) 497-4009
rev.bismarck.chau@rcan.org
Fr. JOhn Barno (973) 484-4600
rev.John.BarnoV.F@rcan.org
Darlene Vega Flores (973) 484-4600
Darlene.Vegaflores@rcan.org
Sr. Josefa Gonzalez (973) 484-4600

Sr.Josefa.Gonzalez@rcan.org

Sacraments
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
WEDNESDAYS & FIRST FRIDAYS
6:00PM - LADY CHAPEL
ANNOINTING OF THE SICK
CONTACT THE PARISH OFFICE
BAPTISM
EVERY LAST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH AT 1:30PM
RECONCILIATION
SATURDAYS 11:30AM -12:30PM
WEDNESDAYS 6PM -7PM
BY APPOINTMENT AT ANY TIME

Communications & Digital Evangelization

WEBSITE
NEWARKBASILICA.ORG

Cathedral Basilica
of the Sacred Heart

L]
O | newarkbasilica

° @SacredHeartCathedralBasilica

y @NewarkBasilica

STEWARDSHIP

If you would like to support the mission of the
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart, please visit:
newarkbasilica.org/give

Your generosity is a gift! Thank you for your support
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Parish Life

Second Collection the weekend of July 22-23
for Archdiocesan Retired Priests
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s JOIN Us
FREE EVENT

NATIONAL OVERDOSE AWARENESS DAY

ALL ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND THIS POWERFUL DISPLAY OF LIVES LOST TO ADDICTION.
THERE IS NO CHARGE. SPEND AS MUCH OR AS LITTLE TIME AS YOU WOULD LIKE.
MEET OUR BELOVEDS, READ THEIR STORIES, LOOK INTO THEIR EYES.

THEY WILL ‘SPEAK’ BACK TO YOU.

eI wr.us they) ' - CATHEDRAL BASILICA OF THE SACRED HEART
rgni.};;jgnﬁh,‘ our | i S 89 RIDGE STREET, NEWARK, NEW JERSEY

L [oved Bheshanc ord calls them home. Let's join : THURSDAY, AUGUST 3IST
' are.and housin%?‘ our retired = EXHIBIT OPEN FROM 4PM TO 8PM (Moment oF PRAYER 7PM)
irgreti in

y

dignity. QUESTIONS?  THEBLACKPOSTERPROJECT@GMAIL.COM

¢ Spiritual Director
. ARCHDIOCESE s ¢
2 /NEWARK i+ )

Fr.Bismarck Chau

[ Welcome!

Please enjoy our newly redesigned website. Need help?

CONTACT US

RCAN.ORG

The Archdiocese of Newark has a newly designed website.

== b /14 Steps osz‘ Paul
Wolobur 2024 | 15 days/14.nights
Check it out at the link above! i

B
g F()r more Il]t()l‘ll]ll[l()l]:

Darlene Vega Flores +1(555) 6555020
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SENOR, TEN COMPASION DE MI

Soy una gran fan de las historias de
transformacion. De hecho, mi beca
como profesora se enfoca en cémo
las personas transforman sus vidas.
Hace unas semanas, volvi a ver la
pelicula El Hijo de Dios con un
propdsito especifico. me encanta la
escena donde Jesls llama a Mateo.
En esta escena, JesUs comienza: "Dos
hombres fueron al templo a orar;
uno un fariseo, el otro un
cobradador de impuestos”. La
mayoria de la gente, incluyéndome a
mi, tiende a centrarse en cémo JesUls
llama a tantas personas sin excluir a
nadie por su nacionalidad, sexo,
salud, rigueza o santidad. | pienso
que, “bueno, por supuesto,
aceptarian su llamada. El es Jesus”.
Entonces comencé a pensar en los
que él llamé; sus circunstancias y la
forma en que los invitd. Vi este
videoclip una y otra vez. “Dos
hombres fueron al Templo a orar. ...
pero el cobrador de impuestos ni
siquiera miré hacia el cielo..”
Entonces Mateo dice estas palabras
al mismo tiempo que Jesus, “Dios,
ten piedad de mi. Soy un pecador."
Una y otra vez veo como la
verglenza y el dolor de Mateo se

fransforman,gn asompra.y gratitud,,.
https://youtu.be/edXAX2Jmdel ;Cual
fue el "gancho" para ¢Mateo? ;Fue
simplemente que Jesus le hablé?

¢(Fue que Jesls vio algo en él gue
incluso él no podia ver? Mateo
simplemente se abandond su vida
pecadora, sus posesiones y todo lo
que habfa conocido. ¢Por qué?
j¢Coémo sucede este tipo de cosas?!
Ese fue mi anzuelo.

En los evangelios, ;Alguna vez Jesls
invitd a alguien a seguirlo y ella o él
dijo que no? Si, el joven rico. jEste es
Jesus! Y, sin embargo, algunos
todavia rechazan la llamada.
Entonces, pensé mas en las personas
a las que Jesds llamé.

En el Evangelio de hoy, JesUs cuenta
la parabola del sembrador (Mateo
13,1-23). Para recapitular
brevemente, un hombre va salir a
sembrar. La semilla se arroja al suelo
indiscriminadamente. Algunas caen
en el camino, otras en rocas tierra,
unas entre malas hierbas y otras en
buena tierra. Jesus explica mas tarde
a sus discipulos, la semilla es la
“palabra del reino”. El suelo
representa los tipos de personas que
escuchan la palabra. tres cuartos de
jlos que oyen no dan fruto! Por una
razén u otra, la mayoria de la gente
no toma el mensaje para ni lo
profundizan. La calidad de la semilla
es la misma; la Palabra que se
siembra es siempre perfecta. Y tiene
que ver con los corazones de los que
escuchan.

Estaba pensando en esto en el
contexto de los primeros seguidores
de JesUs. Piénsalo. Los discipulos de
Jeslis fueron mujeres y hombres;
ricos y pobres; pescadores, fanaticos,
fariseos, gente de truenos y brisas
tranquilas; casado y  soltero;
enfermo, herido y entero. Aquellos
que estaban asustados, amenazados
o ultrajados por él también procedia
de todos los grupos posibles. La
Palabra es la misma. Los tipos de
personas eran muchos. En lo UNICO
que diferia era su disposicion a
escuchar a Jesus, confiar en él y en
sus promesas, y luego convertirse
sembradores de la Palabra. Mateo
era cobrador de impuestos, traidor
de su propio pueblo,

despreciado y odiado por todos a su
alrededor, pero su corazén estaba
abierto y  dispuesto a ser
transformado. De los muchos
seguidores de Jesus, él era uno de
los mas cercanos a Jesus, uno de los
Doce. el es uno de los escritores de
los evangelios y se piensa que fue
martirizado en Etiopia mientras
presidia la Misa. Un discipulo,
evangelista y testigo, de una semilla
plantada en su corazén que produjo
millones.
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Para leer mas reflexiones como esta, visite nuestro blog en linea en newarkbasilica.org/monumentalfaith.



Intenciones de Misas
Domingo, 16 de Julio

8:30AM + Protection of Babies in

the Womb and the Families

10:00AM (SP) + Freddy Leo Fernandez
Vargas Y Jose Andres

Rodrigues Rodrigues

12:00PM + Nohemy Zamora
Lunes, 17 de Julio
7:30AM + Souls in purgatory

Martes, 18 de Julio
7:30AM + Palma Celiano
Miércoles, 19 de Julio

7:30AM Protection of Womb

Jueves, 20 de Julio

7:30AM For the Increase in Holiness for

all the Priests of the World

Viernes, 21 de Julio

Protection of Babies in
the Womb and the Families

7:30AM

Sabado, 22 de Julio

9:00AM Special Intention of
Edward M.Niland

5:00PM + Francis V.Panno

Domingo, 23 de Julio

8:30AM For the Health of the
Holganza Family

10:00AM (SP) +Florinda Lopez

12:00PM +Pauline Roman

89 RIDGE ST NEWARK NJ 07104
HORARIO DE LA RECEPCION (OFICINA)
LUNES - VIERNES: 9:00AM - 7:00PM

SABADO: 9:00AM - 4:00PM

Fr. Bismarck Chau (973) 497-4009
rev.bismarck.chau@rcan.org
Fr. John Barno (973) 484-4600
rev.John.BarnoV.F@rcan.org
Darlene Vega Flores (973) 484-4600
Darlene.Vegaflores@rcan.org
Sr. Josefa Gonzalez (973) 484-4600

Sr.Josefa.Gonzalez@rcan.org

Sacramentos
ADORACI()N EUCARISTICA

MIERCOLES Y PRIMER VIERNES

6:00PM - CAPILLA DE LA SENORA

UNCION DE LOS ENFERMOS

COMUNIQUESE LA OFICINA PARROQUIAL
BAUTISMO

CADA 2do DOMINGO DEL MES A LAS 1:30 PM
RECONCILIACION

SABADOS 11:30AM -12:30PM
MIERCOLES 6PM -7PM

CON CITA EN CUALQUIER MOMENTO
Comunicaciones y Evangelizacion Digital

SITIO WEB
NEWARKBASILICA.ORG

Cathedral Basilica
of the Sacred Heart

L]
O | newarkbasilica

u @SacredHeartCathedralBasilica

’ @NewarkBasilica

Tu Ofrenda

Si desea apoyar la mision de la Catedral Basilica del
Sagrado Corazon, visite: newarkbasilica.org/give

iTu generosidad es un regalo! Gracias por tu apoyo

Semanalmente 07/02...$6,509




Vida Parroqulal

DIA DE FORMACION PARA LIDERES HISBANO
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The Sanctuary Curso
para Catolicos sobre Salud /Enfermedad Mental

Un curso dirigido a sacerdotes, diéconos, lideres pastorales y dirigentes y servidores de grupos y
comunidades, para crear conciencia e iniciar conversaciones en su parroquia, comunidad o
ministerio sobre la salud mental; también este curso es util para aquellos que estan

experimentando problemas de salud mental con personas en su comunidad o familia.
iNo se lo pierdan!

hasta el16 de Oct., 2023




